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for a time when we might return and find the children at home. In
either case it was usually necessary to explain what we wanted to do
and why.5 We would tell them that a good many Navahos, and also
white people who were interested in the Navahos, were not satisfied
with the kind of education the children were getting in the schools
and wanted to improve it so that the children would be able to get
along better and make a better living when they grew up. It had
been decided that the best way to make such improvements was to
first find out what the children were like and how they lived. We
also wanted to see how healthy they were. We then explained that
we would like to give the children some little tests that were not very
hard and were really mostly like games, and then we would like to
ask the older people about the children and how they raised them.
Besides that we would give each child a physical examination just
the way the doctors did for the boys who were drafted, and if we
found any sickness we had a few medicines to help them out. We
added that because we could see that the children were working,
except for the little ones, we would be willing to pay them for the
time they worked with us and couldn't do their usual jobs.
There follows a somewhat edited account of a trip, excerpted from
Dr. Leighton's field notes.
October 7. Bertha and I finally got off with our equipment about 10 o'clock
and reached our destination 30 miles away about 2 o'clock. This was the home
of Gordo whose two children were on ouY list. The older, a girl of 10, had been
tested previously, but the 5-year-old boy had been bashful, and there had been
too many adults around to make a good testing situation. Moreover his mother
had been too busy helping get in the harvest to answer our questions about the
children at that time, We found Mrs. Gordo and the two children sitting
outside their house picking over pinto beans. She told us she was all out of
groceries and was getting these beans ready to take to the store to trade.
Since part of our mission was to win the confidence of the little boy, we sat
down with the rest and helped with the beans. When they were finished we
got out our groceries and they cooked supper for all of us. Meanwhile the boy
was playing around us and seemed very friendly. He was especially pleased
with presents of candy and cigarettes. His mother told us one reason he was
scared of us before was that his father used to try to make him behave by
warning him that, if he didn't, some white women would catch him and put
him under their skirts and smother him. The mother kept sending him away
from where we were shelling beans. Bertha thought this was because Ms
5 **We" is used advisedly, for conversation always involved both Dr. Leighton and
Mrs. Lorenzo and it must have been somewhat modified in translation.